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Welcome to Water Worlds! In its murky depths Tales of the Tay Atlanteans Pages 3,

you will find all manner of treasures that take Script: Chris Murray 8&13

the sea and waterways as their inspiration. Art: Mark Brown

These include a story by the winner of the 2019

Dundee Comics Prize, Tori Hage, as well as Dark Morbidities Page 4

the runners-up, Olivia Hicks, David Robertson, Script: Chris Murray

C. McClue, Mark Cruncher, Hannah McGann, Jenna Art: Garry Mac

Roberts, and Harper McBride. Hannah, Jenna and

Harper are pupils at St Paul's R.C. Academy in Untitled Page 9

Dundeg, and have k?een supporteq in their work Story and art: Metaphrog

by their Art and Design teacher, Miss Amy Barber.

oitr storis Incluse Dork Horbidiies bY msell Renewabie eage

Mars in the wake of a Martian-made climate crisis SITeIn7 NIl Ve, g7 Seeeie e

only to find Earth isn’t much better! Here you will

also find the somewhat fishy Tales of the Tay i e LCM{ FEEE

Atlanteans by artist Mark Brown. It seems that life Story and art: Julie Campbell

beneath the cold grasp of the Tay River is not that

much different from the surface. From The Sea Page 38
Story and art: Tori Hage

We are honoured to have brilliant stories by

Metaphrog (John Chalmers and Sandra Marrs), Underwater Rodeo Page 41

who provide a parable for the climate crisis, and Story and art: Olivia Hicks

Vicky Stonebridge, who considers the possibilities

of renewable energy. Beneath the Law, by the Water Load of Rubbish Page 44

hugely talented Julie Campbell, shows the unlikely Story and art: David Robertson

friendship between a Jackdaw and a Ghost whale,

set against the backdrop of the River Forth and Going Under Page 47

Berwick Law. We also have a short strip by DCCS Story and art: Mark Cruncher

Co-ordinator Damon Herd that ponders capitalism

and social issues in a seaside town. Knee High Page 51
Story and art: C. McClue

This comic has been produced by Dundee Comics

Creative Space (DCCS) in partnership with the Terry the Turtle Page 54

Being Human Festival. Particular thanks are due to Story and art:

Daniel ‘Captain’ Cook, the leader of Being Human'’s Hannah McGann and Jenna Roberts

Scottish Hub, and Damon Herd, who steers the

great ship DCCS. None of this would not be possible Marine Page 57

without the support of The Being Human Festival, Story and art: Harper McBride

the Rank Foundation, and the University of Dundee. :

A hearty thanks to everyone. We hope you enjoy Let’s Have Some Fun Feg e

Water Worlds! Story and art: Damon Herd

Professor Christopher Murray Contributor bios Page 62

Director, Scottish Centre for Comics Studies
University of Dundee

Cover by Julie Campbell

Book Production by Damon Herd. Edited by Damon Herd, Chris Murray, Golnar Nabizadeh and Phillip Vaughan.
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TALES OF THE TAY ATLANTEANS

Behold my Fellow Tay Atlanteans!
The surface dwellers have been conquered by an
alien horde! And there sits the mothership!!

| knew we should have
invaded first!
















TALES OF THE TAY ATLANTEANS
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TALES OF THE TAY ATLANTEANS
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MORNING? | THOUGHT | HAD
SLEPT AND DRIFTED FOR DAYS

YES | KNOW.
Yyou DO THAT
MORE AND MORE
THESE DAYS

Yod DID. | GOT
TIRED OF WAITING
S0 | CAME TO
WAKE YOoUu UP
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FEEL TUAT ONE?

THAT EASTERLY 15 MY
FAVOURITE. IT CAN TAKE
ME ALL THE WAY TO THE TOP
WITHOUT HAVING TO BEAT

MY WINGS ONCE 7 /
; ay / | FEEL THE CURRENT,
.l gy BUT IT 5 50 WARM
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YEAH. FEEL IT RUSH
RIGHT TO THE TIPS OF
YOUR FEATHERS

| HAVE NO FEATUERS. |
USED TO FOLLOW CURRENTS
HUNDREDS OF MILES TO THE
DEEP COOL OF THE FEEDING
GROUNDS. DOCENS OF US, CALLING
ACROSS THE VAST DEPTHS OF
THOSE FROCEN SEAS

Al THEY'RE A
BORING LOT PRETTY
MUCH. AND THEY THINK
'M A LITTLE ODD

OKAY...UH, LOOK AT THE OTHER JACKDAWS,
SEE HOW THEY TILT INTO THAT UPDRAFT, AND
IT JUST LIFTS TUEM UP AND INTO THE WINDS
OVER THE TOP. THAT FEELS FANTASTIC BECAUSE OF

YOUR COLOURS?

| SEE. WHY ARE MOSTLY IT'S

you NOT WiTH |8 BECAUSE | HANG ouT
P YOUR BROTHERS e WITH A GHOST
AND SISTERS? ==




ARE THEY
GOOD TO You?

SURE | GUESS. WHEN
WE WERE YOUNGER THEY
COULD BE MEAN, ABOUT

MY COLOUR | MEAN

MY WHITE FEATUERS?
USED TO, MAYBE. NOT
NOW. AM WHAT | AM YOU
KNOW? GOTTA GET
ON. KINDA LIKE THE
ATTENTION NOW

WHY? WUY CALL ME
AND CALL ME AND DENY
ME? WUAT CAN'T I RETURN?
WHY WON'T YOU HAVE
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YEAH, HI. FINALLY
FOUND YOU. BEEN LOOKING
FOR WEEKS, THOUGHT you

WERE REALLY LOST
THIS TIME

AW COME ON/ ‘
Yyou JUST LIKE TO
UNDER THE HILL HIDE IN THERE S0 You
(S DARK AND COOL. CAN DREAM OF THE SEA.
| LIKE IT HERE. 1S THAT WHAT YOU WANT
TO DO FOREVER? JUST HIDE
AND DREAM? YOU GOTTA
WAKE UP AND LIVE!

YEAH LOST. DREAMING
OF THE PAST. LOOK
FRIEND, MEMORIES ARE
GREAT AND ALL, BUT

WUAT ARE You J
HIDING FROM: | Sy
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| AM NOT ANGRY
WITH Yod. | HAVE BEEN
TRAPPED HERE FOR S0
MANY LONG YEARS. | AM
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR
COMPANY OF LATE

UH...YOoUu KNOW THOSE
BONES AIN'T REAL RIGHT?

THEY'RE PLASTIC.
HAVE BEEN FOR YEARS.
| HEARD THEY TOOK
THE OLD ROTTEN
ONES AWAY

HOW LONG
HAS IT BEEN?

UH LOOK I'M
SORRY. THAT WAS
KINDA OUTTA LINE

[ DON'T KNOW. |
KNOW | AM A...GHOST. LONG
DEAD, YET MY SPIRIT LINGERS.
(T SEEMS | AM TRAPPED UERE
AS LONG AS MY BONES TOP
THIS HILL, HOLDING ME
HERE FORVER




| DON'T UNDERSTAND.
IF THERE IS NOTHING
TO KEEP ME UERE, THEN
WHY CAN | NOT RETURN
TO THE SEA?

SORRY, |
THOUGHT You

KRRRRRK!
s

HELLO. WE STOP
ONLY TO REST ON
OUR LONG DOURNEY
FROM FAR COASTS




YOoU ARE
FROM THE SEA

YOU ARE OF
THE HILL, THE TOWN
AND THE AIR

WE ARE THE
WATCHERS. WE
WATCH THE SEA,

TRAVEL TS FURTHEST
REACHES, KNOW ALL
WITHIN ITS DEPTHS

YES, YES T AM!
WHO, WHAT ARE YOU?

WHAT ARE YOU? ARE
YOU LIKE THE WHALE?

THEN YOU MUST KNOW! OH TELL ME OF HER, TELL ME
OF THE SEA. WHAT NEWS OF HER GLORIOUS DEPTHS,
HER CLEAR COOL WATERS. IT HAS BEEN SO LONG |
MUST HEAR IT ALL!




YOU ARE FROM THUE
SEA, BUT YOU ARE NOT
OF TUE SEA, NOT NOW.

YOU ARE OF THE HILL

NO! NO/ | AM A WUALE! | AM OF THE \s
SEA, ONLY THE SEA! CAN YOU...CAN You .
HELP ME TO RETURN THERE? TAKE
ME BACK I DEMAND IT!

THAT'S NOT TRUE/!

THERE IS NOTHING NOTHING ,
HERE FOR ME ATAL /) ~—

YOoUu SAID THAT ONCE
BEFORE. YOU DON'T REMEMBER,
BUT YOU WILL




YOUR KIND ROAMED THE WIDE SEAS.
THE OCEANS WERE YOUR PLAYGROUND,
BUT YOU WERE NEVER HAPPY

THE DEEPEST, DARKEST DEPTHS OF
THE SEAS WERE NEITHER DEEP NOR
DARK ENOUGH FOR YoUu

YOU WERE BORED
WITH THE SEA




YOoU TURNED YOUR BACK ON THE WAYS
OF YOUR KIND, OF THEIR OFFERS OF FRIENDSHIP.
ALL BECAUSE THEY DID NOT SHARE YOUR
PASSION TO EXPLORE, AND SWIM
FOR THE SAKE OF SWIMMING

YOU ALWAYS WANTED MORE,
WANTED WHATEVER WAS OUT OF
YOUR REACH.

YOU GREW ARROGANT AND DID NOT
ACCEPT YOUR LIMITS. YOUR ARROGANCE TOOK
YOU TO NEW, DANGEROUS WATERS




KRRRRK!

A N \
P\ , NO WAIT! WHAT DID THEY SAY

= TO You? DON'T GO!
\ 7 4




. T IS TRUE. ALL TRUE. ii
| HAD FORGOTTEN i .
7~ | HAVE BEEN BLIND. | HAVE
ALL | DESIRED AND YET YEARN

FOR WHUAT [ LEFT BEHIND. THE
DEEP, COOL DARKNESS...




50 BEAUTIFUL. WHY
DID | NOT SEE IT?

AND | AM
NOT ALONE




HEY, HI! you cAME
TO FIND #E2 WOW. UH, THIS
IS MY MATE, AND THIS
(S THE WHALE

TCHACK! PLEASED TO

MEET Yod. I'VE HEARD A OF COURSE! TUEY TALK
LOT ABOUT You ABOUT YOU ALL THE TIME

%

WELL I'M GOING TO FIND SOMETHING
TO EAT. I'LL SEE YOU TWO LATER?

-

YEAU OF COURSE!
SEE YOU LATER




YOUR MATE = - § L

EE CE | YEAH THEY ARE. | HAVE A FRIEND
SFENs iee THEY JUST LIKE LIKE THAT
ME FOR WHO | AM

' ’ | FEEL DIFFERENT. LIKE

| WAS LIVING WITH MY EYES
CLOSED. MAYBE EVERYTHING
HAS CHANGED, AND

MAYBE NOTHING

WEIRD SEABIRDS? YOU
SEEM...DIFFERENT

MAYBE TODAY WE
SHALL TRY THE EASTERLY?

( ud YEAH...YEAH
(& éon
















GtoTTA STAY OnN
™IS RULL FoR..
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FLOOR CoVERED IN NATVRAL
AND MAN MADE MATERIALS,
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POSTSCRIPT ¢ When | was very youny,
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THE FUTURE. IT'S BEEN AN ETERNITY SINCE WE'VE FELT LIKE QURSELVES. THE OCEANS HAVE RISEN,
AND WE HAVE EVOLVEPD TO LIVE IN THIS NEW WORLP, BUT WE CONTINUE TO POLLUTE THIS
ENVIRONMENT... WITH OUR FEAR. THE SHARKS ARE GETTING BIGGER, MORE RESTLESS ANP
TERRIFYING. WE CAN NO LONGER KEEP THEM AT BAY... THEIR STRENGTH ANP NUMBERS ARE
OVERWHELMING.... THEY PREY ON US. THEY WANT TO TAKE OVER...

BY MARK CRUNCHER

DOWN, DOWN INTO THE ABYSS
WHERE NO ONE CAN HEAR
YOUR SECREAMS




HOW WE SEE OURSELVES...

‘ IS JUST A PISTORTED REFLECTION
‘ OF OUR TRAUMAS...

\,\\‘ \

WE NEEP TO FACE
OUR FEAR
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é CAN BE TOUGH
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BUT IF WE FOCUS ON
WHO WE ARE ANP
WHO We MAY BECOME

e

MAY FeEL
HOoPELESS

We CAN BECOME FREE.
We CAN BECOME
OURSELVES!




...OUR GREATEST WEAKNESS
CAN BECOME OUR GREATEST
STRENGTH
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Terry the Turtle

Hi! Im Terry the Tortle and Tm
going To tell you my story.




We did everything together

like swimming and sunbathing.
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' Plastic was sinking dJown and we didrt know what to do. |

SAVE THE TURTLES 4



Greg Groundman was an accountant
at an office building in New York.
One day when he was walking home
from work (via the riverside pathway)
he fell over a rock and into the sea.

In 2055 (the time in which this story
is set) the ocean became so polluted
that no living thing could, well, live
there. Nobody had ever gone into the
sea and the effects were unknown

UNTIL NOW...



Later that day he washed
up on a Miami beach.

It just so happened to be a
marines boot camp.

They took him in not
knowing what to expect.
Little did they know he
would be their only hope...

WE CAN'T SERGEANT!

DO ANYTHING : HE’S
AS OF YET, SO ) AWAKE!!!
WE'RE GOING &
TO WAIT
UNTIL HE
WAKES UP.

M+M WE HAVE AN
A LEVEL THREAT AND WE
NEED YOUR HELP..

SORRY TO INTERRUPT
SIR, BUT YOU
HAVE A CALL...

IT'S OK.




r—

WHOA! THIS GUY'S BIG,
I'M GOING TO HAVE TO
USE SOMETHING
BIGGER!




LET'S HAVE SOME FUN - DAMON HERD
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CONVRINOR 2O

Mark Brown graduated from Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and
Design, then moved to London where he cut his teeth creating content
across various platforms such as digital TV, games consoles, mobile phones,
newspapers and magazines. He is now my focussing on illustration which
has alway been his true passion. He has worked with The BBC, Channel 4,
The Daily Telegraph, Digit4, University of York, Dundee University, HighScore
TV, Original Gravity, The McManus Gallery, Firewords Quarterly.
markbrown.online

Julie Campbell is a freelance illustrator and comic artist based in Fife, who
enjoys creating creatures, characters and stories. She creates work based
on a mix of different themes, from nature to fantasy and stories for children.
juliecampbelldraws.com

Mark Cruncher is a graphic designer and illustrator, used to work in the
games industry, but his true passion is graphic novels . He studied at the
Eugeniusz Goeppert Academy of Art and Design in Wroclaw, Poland,
graduating with a Master of Arts degree in 2008. He is based in Dundee.

Tori Hage is a comics creator who believes in comics as a universal language.
The subject matters they touch upon are usually on the polar-opposites:
either lighthearted slice-of-life or heavily political/lemotional. They tend to
draw unconventional angles and break the panels to draw attention to a
whole page. While still trying to convert to digital, they are most comfortable
with traditional mediums. They are currently pursuing MLitt in Comics and
Graphic Novels at University of Dundee.

Damon Herd is the Coordinator of DCCS. He is an artist and comics maker with
a PhD in autobiographical comics. He is the founder and organiser of DeeCAP,
a comics performance event based in Dundee.

damonherd.com

Olivia Hicks was born, disappointingly, in High Wycombe, which is both
landlocked, and devoid of rodeos. Despite this significant drawback, she has
still managed to thrive, and now resides in Dundee, where she draws queer
comics and illustrations by the light of the moon. By day she is a PhD student
at the University of Dundee. She has still not attended a single rodeo.
oliviahicks.myportfolio.com

Garry Mac is a writer and artist from Glasgow. Recent work includes The Sea of
Paperwork with Maryhill Integration Network ando ConFAB, a commission for
queer times school with GoMA Glasgow, and a short film, We Were Always Here,
for BBC Scotland and LUX Scotland, co-directed with Michael Richardson. He is
currently a PhD Researcher at University of Dundee.
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C. McClue is originally from Oxford but moved up to Dundee for university,
where he is currently studying English and Psychology. He is a writer more
than an artist, but is particularly interested in the comics medium, and is
hoping to publish a book or two one day.

Metaphrog are Sandra Marrs and John Chalmers, winners of the Sunday
Herald Scottish Culture Awards Best Visual Artist.They have received
multiple Eisner Award nominations and critical acclaim for their Louis series,
and Louis - Night Salad was Highly Commended for the Scottish Children’s
Book Awards 2011. They are also the authors ofThe Red Shoes and Other
Tales and The Little Mermaid (an Excelsior Awards Junior winner 2018) fairy
tale adaptations.Their next graphic novel is Bluebeard: A Feminist Fairy Tale.
They live and work in Glasgow, Scotland.

Follow them on Twitter @metaphrog

Professor Chris Murray is Chair of Comics Studies at the school of humanities,
University of Dundee and he leads the MLitt in Comics Studies and Graphic
Novels course. He is director of the Scottish Centre for Comics Studies and
Dundee Comics Creative Space, co-editor of Studies in Comics (Intellect)
and UniVerse Comics, and has produced several public information comics for
research and engagement purposes.
www.dundee.ac.uk/people/chris-murray

David Robertson makes comics, reads comics and writes about comics. His
comicsandarticlaes have appearedinvarious anthologies, journals, magazines
and websites. He contributes to podcasts and workshops. Through Fred Egg
Comics, he publishes his titles Bell Time; Berserkotron; Break the Cake; But a
Dream!; Dump; Wow! Retracted; and Zero Sum Bubblegum.
fredeggcomics.com

Vicky Stonebridge is an Artist and Potter based in Lochcarron in the Scottish
Highlands. She runs a pottery studio where she produces a wide range of
functional and decorative ceramics as well as teaching and running pottery
activities. Vicky also paints, and draws comics, mostly autobiographical work
covering health issues, rural life and mid-life adventures. Vicky has always been
preoccupied with environment and green issues, and has planted over 10 000
trees, helps manage a community woodland, grows her own veggies and has
always been a recycling obsessive. Come the climate apocalypse she makes a
great nettle beer.

www.balnacra.com

Hannah McGann, Jenna Roberts and Harper McBride are pupils at St Paul's
R.C. Academy in Dundee, and have been supported in their work by their Art
and Design teacher, Miss Amy Barber.









